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INTRODUCTION:
Kantha chendooram is a popular siddha preparation of eight ingredients indicated 1 for microcytic anaemia, anaemia, chlorosis, obesity, edema, scrotal swellings, rheumatic diseases, enlargement of liver and spleen and abdominal tumors. It consists of Purified Lode Stone (suththi seitha kantham), Purified Sulphur (suththi seitha kanthakam), Lead Wort root powder (Koduveliver podi), Eclipta juice (Karisalaisaru), Lime juice (Elumicham pazha saru), Milk (Paal), Egg albumin (muttaiyin venkaru), Madar Latex (Erukkan paal). In the present study an attempt has been made to standardize the Kantha chendooram.
MATERIAL:
Kantha chendooram was procured from Indian Medical Practitioners Co-operative Pharmacy and Stores Ltd., Tirunelveli. (IMCOPS) It has been mentioned in Agasthiyar Paripooranam -400 and Siddha Vaidhya Thirattu.
METHODS:
Organoleptic Characters:
Kantha Chendooram was evaluated for the organoleptic characters like colour, odour, appearance, taste and solubility. Solubility was tested in water, organic pages 89-91 solvents, and concentrated acids including aqua regia.
Pharmacognostical Standardisation

:
Kantha chendooram was standardized in terms of its loss on drying, acid insoluble ash, water soluble ash, and water soluble extractive value and alcohol soluble extractive value.
Phytochemical Evaluation 3 :
Kantha Chendooram was subjected to qualitative analytical tests for the detection of various chemical constituents viz. carbonates, sulphates, chlorides, potassium, calcium, magnesium, alkaloid, carbohydrates, glycosides, saponins, albumin and phytosterols.
Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy:
Kantha Chendooram was subjected to analysis of various metals viz. zinc, copper, lead, mercury and iron by wet and atomic absorption spectroscopy methods (AAS) at National Metallurgical Laboratory, CSIR Madras Complex, Taramani, Chennai.
RESULTS:
The results of the standardization of Kantha Chendooram are shown in Table 1 .
LIMITATION :
Since Kantha chendooram is insoluble in water and organic solvents, but sparingly soluble in aqua regia it is difficult to carry out in-vitro studies with the preparation. Although the metallic contents (especially lead and mercury) are within limits, toxicological studies need to be carried out at acute, sub acute and chronic levels.
PROSPECTS :
Currently, we are evaluating Kantha Chendooram for its gastric antiulcer activity. In future, this work can be extended further for the toxicological studies at acute, sub acute and chronic levels and the pharmacological studies can be experimented by different ulcer models, so far not attempted.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:
The authors are grateful to the management, J.S.S. College of Pharmacy, Ooty -643 001, India for providing the necessary infrastructure to carry out this research work in successful manner. 
